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CONECTAS EMPLOYS A NUMBER OF different strategies to defend the human rights of the prison population against
the systematic violations endured by this segment of the population on account of the country's flawed prison system and

nefficient democratic institutions:

Pedrinhas Case.

Late in 2013, one of the worst crises in the Brazilian prison system
O'uptcc at the Pedrinhas Prison Complex, in the state of Maranhao,
where more than 60 inmates had been killed over the course of the
year. Since then, Conectas and partner organizations have defended

federal intervention in the prison and the federalization of the crimes

committed there. Read more here. Conectas also launched an offensiv

n the national and international media to expose and ga\va”ve pr ic

opinion on the Pedrinhas case and the Brazilian prison sy

whole. The organization also used the Ereedom of Information Law

to request details from the Maranhado state authorities on each of the
crimes committed in Pedrinhas

ON THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL, Conectas and partners presented the ‘Pedrinhas Case' and made an oral statement —

during the 25th session of the UN Human Rights Council — on the killings and human rights abuses committed at the prison

Read more here. Conectas also \O\Wd forces with a Maranh&o state partner organization to v together on updating

nformation on the unnatural deaths occurred at Pedrinhas to complement a precautionary measure issued by the Inter-

A

American Commission on Human Rights of the IACHR in December 2013

n early July, 2014, Conectas and partner organizations conducted another inspection of the Pedrinhas complex, where

another 12 unnatural deaths were recorded in the first six months of the year — 3 of which occurred while the inspection

was underway. The inspectors con

ed that Brazil had not complied with the precautionary measure issued by the OAS

Commission. Read more here. Conectas will continue to monitor the case closely.

Combating Mass Incarceration & Criminalization of Poverty.
In Brazil, the so-called war on drugs is, in fact, an effective means of criminalizing poverty

and black youth. Conectas has challenged attempts by the Legislative to throwback the
law even further, such as Bill No. 7.663/10, that proposes to increase prison sentences

for drug use. In March 2014, Conectas participated in the first thematic hearing on drug
policies in Latin America, when the organization had the opportunity to expose the legal
setbacks in Brazil.



http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/15013-complaint-in-the-un
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/12803-pedrinhas-organizations-send-new-report-to-oas
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/25234-another-12-dead-in-pedrinhas
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/children-and-adolescents-in-prison-why-this-is-a-bad-idea
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/new-drug-law-tougher-on-blacks-and-the-poor
http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/16979-historic-hearing
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/12604-intervention-in-pedrinhas
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/12604-intervention-in-pedrinhas
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/12693-maranhao-in-the-international-media
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/12908-history-of-the-crimes-at-pedrinhas-prison
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http://www.conectas.org/arquivos/editor/files/Amicus%2520-%2520lei%2520drogas%2520-%2520Final%281%29.pdf
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http://conectas.org/en/actions/stf-in-focus
http://conectas.org/en/actions/stf-in-focus
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/absent-public-involvement-senate-holds-confirmation-hearing-on-barroso-for-supreme-court
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/senate-approves-nomination-of-barroso-to-supreme-court

June 2013

THE WAVE OF PROTESTS that swept Brazil in 2013 completed one vear on June 13, 2014. The violen

arising out of these protests wa
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http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/23136-repression-without-limits
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/conectas-obore-and-abraji-stage-debate-on-journalism-in-recent-demonstrations
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/police-action-in-protests-is-topic-of-debate-in-sao-paulo
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/undefinedwe-need-more-space-for-dialogueundefined-says-military-police-colonel-on-relation-between-police-and-journalists
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/organizations-release-manifesto-this-thursday-for-freedoms-of-the-press-and-expression
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/undefinedwho-gave-the-orderundefined
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/after-the-repression-conectas-and-others-file-complaints-against-police-and-government-of-sao-paulo
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/19038-against-express-justice-at-demonstrations
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/23138-protests-in-brazil
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http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/reports-suggest-that-police-encircled-demonstrators-marching-on-june-13-in-sao-paulo
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/19050-bill-restricts-right-to-protest
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/20099-crackdown-on-demonstrators
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/conectas-sends-urgent-appeal-to-5-un-rapporteurs
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/5444-new-complaints-submitted-to-un
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/16992-brazil-comes-off-badly-in-the-oas
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http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/rousseff-signs-law-to-combat-torture
http://relatorio-conectas.org/2013/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/INGL%25E2%2580%259CS-Mecanismo-de-Preven%25C3%25A1%25E2%2588%2586o-%25C3%2596-Tortura_6_ing.jpg
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http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/5454-seminar-debates-the-oppressive-search
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/15036-prisons-at-the-heart-of-the-debate
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/22105-un-says-abusive-search-is-cruel-treatment
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/21100-sao-paulo-government-faces-lawsuit-over-abusive-searches
http://www.fimdarevistavexatoria.org.br/
http://redejusticacriminal.org/
http://www.fimdarevistavexatoria.org.br/
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/19015-for-an-end-to-the-oppressive-search
http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/19015-for-an-end-to-the-oppressive-search
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Defending Human Rights

In Brazilian Foreign Policy January 2013

BESIDES MONITORING Brazilian foreign policy as member of the Brazilian Human Rights and Foreign Policy Committee
S position

(CBDHPE), in Brasilia, Conectas has stepped up other courses of action in order to give more visibility to

¢y, particularly in cases of human rights violations. Therefore, actions such as direct dialogue with public

officials and key stakeholders in Brasilia, engagement with partners and strategic use of the media have been valuable tools
for exposing and increasing the political cost for the Brazilian government, as well as raising transparency, in cases that

involve human rights, such as:

Human Rights: The world in 2013

At the end of 2013, Conectas published a map identifying some of the main
human rights crises experienced over the course of the year, together with the
concrete steps taken by the organization. Read more here and here.

0 mapa dos direitos humanos em 2013
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Podcast on the main points of the speech given by President Dilma Rousseff at
the opening of the UN General Assembly

Conectas analyzed the main points of the speech given by Dilma Rousseff at the
opening of the UN General Assembly, in New York. In her speech, the president criticized
the United States for spying on confidential Brazilian correspondence and expressed
her opposition to any military action in Syria. Read more here.

g 2

° Camila Asano comenta discurso de Dilma na ONU



http://dhpoliticaexterna.org.br/%3Flang%3Den
https://mapsengine.google.com/map/viewer%3Fmid%3Dz6ubOVzozpKI.kcdnrRuzunXo
http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/12556-human-rights-the-world-in-2013
http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/14974-signs-of-progress-in-transparency-and-participation-in-foreign-policy
http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/3372-espionage-is-1-of-11-thorny-issues-for-brazil-and-us-in-human-rights
https://soundcloud.com/conectas/camila-asano-comenta-discurso
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http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/conectas-submits-7-questions-on-human-rights-to-the-new-brazilian-ambassador-in-geneva
http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/brazilian-ambassador-in-geneva-testifies-in-senate-hearing
http://conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/undefinedminister-iwanttoknowundefined
http://conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/12935-figueiredo-in-the-senate

Campaign for Brazil s support in the investigation of crimes in North Korea.

In North Korea, nearly 200,000 people live in forced labor camps. In March 2073,
the UN Human Rights Council created the Commission of Inquiry to investigate
decades of abuse and impunity by the North Korean regime against its citizens.
Conectas launched a campaign calling on Brazil to support the adoption of the re-
solution and to not repeat the ambiguous position taken in 2009, when it abstained
from the vote. Nearly 200 people supported the campaign, sharing messages on
social networks and sending emails to the Brazilian Embassy in Geneva. The appeal

for support from the Brazilian people was made by the North Korean Shin Dong-
-hyuk, who in a video recorded by Conectas asked for the support of the Brazilian
delegation in the UN Human Rights Council. Shin was born in a forced labor camp
for political prisoners in North Korea and was subject to torture at age of 14, hung
by the skin of his stomach by an iron hook and suspended over a fire.

Shin Dong-hyuk: Born in a forced labor camp, No...

B T
| =

IN 2014, CONECTAS will continue to defend and promote human rights in Brazilian foreign policy, primarily to increase the
involvement of society in this discussion and to act as a control mechanism in Congress (checks and balances), whether
through advocacy and engagement or pressure using media strategies to guide the debate and give visibility to the foreign
policy actions of the Brazilian government that are at odds with human rights


http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/with-the-support-of-brazil-un-approves-investigation-into-crimes-in-north-korea
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DaqX5ejwnUH8

The Role of the BRICS

In the Defense of Human Rights March 2013

AS THE ECONOMIC CLOUT OF THE BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) has captured the spotlight of the
local and international media, the position of these countries in the defense and promotion of human rights, particularly with
regard to economic and social development policies, has also acquired growing global attention. In 2013, Conectas’ human
rights advocacy in the context of the foreign policy of emerging countries focused on two fronts:

Crisis in Syria

In 2013, the crisis in Syria sadly commemorated its two-year anniversary.
Ever since the outbreak of the crisis, Conectas has called for firmer action
from Brazil, for example by sending a joint statement with other human
rights organizations to the Brazilian Foreign Ministry. The statement called
on the Brazilian government to come out in favor of referring the Syrian
crisis to the International Criminal Court (ICC)

At the &th BRICS Summit, held in Durban, South Africa, in March 2013,
Conectas and partner organizations attended with the primordial goal of

influencing the BRICS governments. The advocacy focused on ensuring
that the final declaration adopted by the BRICS governments contained
recommendations on, for example, the conflict in Syria. The endorsement

for the entry of humanitarian aid into Syria was indeed given in the fina
declaration of the BRICS Summit. The Brazilian government informed
Conectas that Brazil was responsible for including the topic in the fina
declaration. More recently, in February 2014, Conectas and partner
organizations welcomed UN Security Council Resolution 2139, The

resolution established unhindered humanitarian access to the victims of
the armed conflict in Syria.

BRICS Bank

In September 2013, during the G20 summit, Brazil announced that it would
commit USS18 billion to a USST00 billion reserve fund to be set up by the
BRICS. The creation of a new multilateral development bank brought to light

and underlined the need to define human rights standards for the credit
granted by the recently created BRICS Bank


http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/3398-less-talk-more-action
http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/brazil-needs-to-get-off-the-fence-on-the-syrian-crisis-says-conectas
http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/brazil-silent-over-referral-of-syrian-crisis-to-international-court
http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/brics-summit-ends-with-progress-on-syria-and-uncertainty-on-new-bank
http://www.brics5.co.za/fifth-brics-summit-declaration-and-action-plan/
http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/14977-humanitarian-access-in-syria
http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/business-and-human-rights/news/8469-brics-bank-a-viable-and-sustainable-alternative
http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/business-and-human-rights/news/8469-brics-bank-a-viable-and-sustainable-alternative
http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/business-and-human-rights/news/8469-brics-bank-a-viable-and-sustainable-alternative
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http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/24213-6th-brics-summit

Pressuring Brazil for the Ratification

of the Arms Trade Treaty June 2013

AT THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY in April 2013, 154 countries voted in favor of the first international treaty to regulate the
trade of conventional weapons — from handguns to missiles — establishing criteria for arms exports and introducing more
transparency to transfers.

In June 2013, Brazil signed the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) at the UN
headquarters in New York, together with another 66 countries. The goal of

the treaty is to curb the illicit trade and prevent the diversion of arms that are
used for genocidal purposes, supply terrorists and international organized
crime. In accordance with the provisions of the treaty, it will only come into
force 90 days after it is ratified by the 50th State. To date, only 11 countries
have ratified the treaty. Conectas and partner organizations have been
advocating for the Brazilian government to ratify the treaty, by pressuring for
more celerity by the Executive and Legislative branches.

InMarch 2014, more than 8 months after it was signed by Brazil, the treaty was
still pending approval by the Ministry of Foreign Relations and had not even
reached Congress. Despite this slow progress by the Brazilian government,
Conectas and its partners will continue to pressure Brazil to ratify the treaty.



http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/brazil-one-of-first-countries-to-sign-arms-trade-treaty-in-un

Invisible Crisis:

The Case of Haitian Immigrants in Brazil August 2013

SINCE THE BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT started issuing humanitarian visas
to Haitians in 2012, the inflow of Haitian immigrants to the country has been
growing rapidly. This increased inflow has occurred in an improvised and
unstructured manner from a legal and operational point of view, leading to
flagrant violations of immigrant rights. Conectas believes that by influencing
how Brazil responds to the increased inflow of immigrants, it will also be
ab
prominent role among emerging countries and the responsibility that this role

e 1o influence the country's international position on human rights. Brazil's

entails is one of the central features of the program.

B

37 haitians 1.175 haitians 2.225 haitians 10.779 haitians

*increase of 297 times in that period. Source: Secretary of State for Justice and Human Rights of Acre.

According to data from the Acre State Department of Justice and Human Rights, the state of Acre received 37 Haitians in
2010. In 2011, this number increased to 1,175. In 2012, it rose to 2,225 and, last year, to 10,779 — a 291-fold increase in three
years. The situation facing Haitians in Acre is, in fact, a humanitarian emergency that has been hidden by the government. In
August 2013, Conectas conducted an on-site mission to Brasileia, a small town in the state of Acre on the border with Bolivia,
to investigate the situation facing the Haitians there. At the time, more than 830 immigrants — nearly all of them Haitians —
were living in unhealthy conditions in a shelter built for just 200 people. During the mission, Conectas took 20 statements

from Haitians who were sheltered in Brasileia

Given the humanitarian crisis facing the Haitian immigrants, Conectas conducted a series of advocacy actions — on the
national and international levels — to give visibility to the situation and to call for effective measures from the Brazilian

government to provide shelter for them.


http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/brazil-hides-humanitarian-emergency-in-acre
http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/conectas-records-20-testimonies-in-brasileia

Denouncing the situation in Brasilia

Conectas met with officials from the Ministries of Labor, Justice and Foreign
Relations to denounce the disrespect and violation of human rights in the
d
the humanitarian visa, the state of the shelter in Brasileia and the need for

town of Brasileia. During these meetings with authorities, Conectas addresse

federal intervention, as well as the country's problematic national immigration

policy. Read more here.

1st National Conference on Immigration and Refugees

In December 2013, Conectas was elected a member of the Committee on Civil
Society Monitoring of Immigration and Refugees Actions (CASC-Migrante)
of the National Justice Department. The Committee serves to raise the
involvement of civil society in the monitoring and assessment of immigration
policy. As a member of CASC-Migrante, Conectas was able to vote in the first

National Conference on Immigration and Refugees (COMIGRAR) held in M

2014. The Conference was organized to provide an opportunity for b'mn er
dialogue to discuss \C’]b\d on and to develop a National Plan for Immigration
and %eﬁﬂee: based on human rights



http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/3371-invisible-crisis-in-brasilia-conectas-calls-for-solution-for-haitians
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Advocacy in the transfer of Haitians to Sao Paulo
n April 2014, the Acre state government informed Conectas of the closure

of the shelter in Brasileia and the transfer of the immigrants living there

— mostly Haitians — to S&o Paulo. As a result of this change of scenery,
Conectas liaised with its partners and conducted a series of advocacy
actions, such as engaging with the Immigration Coordination Authority in
the state of S&o Pauloto assure that the state had the capacity to coordinate
and cope with the arrival of these immigrants. In May 2014, the S&o
Paulo government personally notified Conectas about the establishment
of a new temporary shelter for the Haitians, in the region of Glicério. The
temporary shelter, to be used for 3 months, has the capacity to hold 120
people. Moreover, in a public hearing that discussed the draft bill of the new
mmigration Law, held in the same month, the government announced that
it was looking for a permanent shelter that would start operating once the
temporary shelter had been used for three months. The new permanent

shelter will also serve as a reference center for immigrants.

Recommendations to the UN and OAS

In an Urgent Appeal to the United Nations, Conectas called for the
humanitarian crisis in Brasileia to be considered a consequence of the
humanitarian situation in Haiti. The organization also asked for UN
rapporteurs to be sent to Brasileia and to the places that are part of the
route taken by Haitian immigrants across South America, to gather
nformation in situ and question the management of the crisis by the
countries involved. In the Organization of American States (OAS), Conectas
and a partner organization submitted extensive documentation requesting
a thematic hearing in the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
(IACHR) of the OAS to address the shelter and the regional responsibility
for this crisis, which involves at least five countries (Brazil, Haiti, Bolivia,

Ecuador and Peru). Read more at conectas.or

OAS thematic hearing: “The Human Rights Situation of Haitian
Immigrants in the Americas”

In a thematic hearing of the IACHR held — at the request of Conectas and
a partner organization — in Washington, United States, proposals were
presented to the States through which the Haitians travel on their journey
to Brazil. The purpose of the hearing was to ask for the IACHR to serve as a
forum of regional dialogue, guaranteeing that the Haitians can travel along
the immigration route safely and without abuse and exploitation. During
the hearing, Conectas and the partner organization guided the debate
and obtained recognition from the IACHR itself for its work with Haitian

immigrants. Read more here and a.

Q



http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/17009-government-closes-shelter-for-haitians-in-brasileia
http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/17009-government-closes-shelter-for-haitians-in-brasileia
http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/5423-case-of-haitians-reaches-oas

Imigrantes haitianos falam sobre viagem até 0 B...

Statement in UN on the situation of Haitian immigrants

In March 2014, Conectas and th

e partner organization made
an oral statement in the UN Human Rights Council on the
humanitarian crisis at the shelter in Brasileia, in the state of Acre.

Read more here

CONECTAS WILL CONTINUE TO PRESSURE for a reform of
Brazil's \mm\graﬂom law and work with partner organizations to

defend the human rights of immigrants.



http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/16978-at-the-peak-of-the-crisis-conectas-takes-haitian-case-to-un
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DxGa9bFWW3D0

Knowledge for Action:

Foreign Policy and Human Rights October 2013

SINCE ITS FOUNDATION, Conectas has invested in

owledge as a tool and Eoreign
Pollcy

Human
Rights:
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Society
Action

Foreign Policy and Human Rights:
Strategies for action by civil society o s

of Conmotas. in Braxil

an essential ally in the realization of its

essentialtotneorgan
of a critical debate on

g initiatives 1o

October 2013, Conectas released a case study on its experience working with

foreign policy, explaining the challenges and strategies implemented t

organization in this area. Read more here

Experience of organizations from the Global South in Forelgn Policy
n the 19th issue of SUR Journal on Foreic ( ota

RI, three organizations from emer

CIVICUS and

South,

shared their experience working wit

Training African partners: access to UN human rights mechanisms

ssion of the UN Human Rights Council, held in June 2014,
with 4 partners (from South
ed in working with

nanisms. During

During the 26th

ed an informa Ua\r‘mg course

Coast and Indonesia) that were interes
ng about the UN human rights me

EK"O"\@ Immersion course, the participants could meet with members

uS

of the UN, interview varic
and other organizations from the Global South that do work in Geneva. The

different stakeholders, diplomats, UN employees

training also included workshops on how to work with foreign policy, both
inside and outside the UN.

IN 2014, CONECTAS will ¢

for action, whether individually or in partnership with other organizations



http://conectas.org/arquivos/editor/files/CONECTAS%2520ing_VERSAO04%281%29.pdf
http://www.conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/5426-foreign-policy-is-public-policy
http://conectas.org/Arquivos/edicao/pdfs/edicao-2014513172539312-75387578.pdf
http://conectas.org/en/actions/sur-journal

Regional and International Mechanisms In the

Protection and Defense of Human Rights December 2013

ON THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL, Conectas continues to use regional and international human rights mechanisms, such
as the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) and the Inter-American Human Rights System of the Organization of American
States (OAS) to denounce and expose human rights violations.

In the UN, thanks to a permanent representation in Geneva, Conectas actively
participates in the sessions of the HRC to monitor and influence Brazilian foreign
policy with regard to the implementation of recommendations and the position
of Brazil concerning the protection and defense of human rights by other States,

particularly in countries of the Global South. In the OAS, Conectas has engaged in
advocacy to pressure Brazil to take firmer action to strengthen the system and,
increasingly more so, it has used the system to denounce cases of human rights
violations committed in Brazil.

UN Human Rights Council

In 2013, Conectas participated actively in the sessions of the HRC, engaging
in advocacy with partners, ranging from side events during the sessions, oral
statements on human rights violations, participation on debate panels and other
actions, such as:

Read more at conectas.org.
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The Inter-American Human Rights System consists of the Inter-American

Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Inter-American Court of Human

Rights, two regional bodies that play a crucial role in the defense of human rights

in the Americas, such as in protecting the victims of Latin American dictatorships.

Conectas has used this mechanism more frequently to expose and denounce cases

of human rights violations in Brazil:

+  Denouncement, with partner
organizations, of the more than 200
cases of
by officers during the repression of
protests that have taken place in the
une 2013;

St

police abuse committed and a partner ¢

country since J

IN 2014, CONECTAS will continue to step up its engagement with the regional

and international human rights systems, particularly the integrated use of these
mechanisms by the organization's different programs, such as Justice and
Foreign Policy. This joint action has strengthened the work of Conectas — as a
collective voice — In the defense and protection of human rights.
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Cooperation with Partners

from the Global South: Africa July 2013

IN 2013, CONECTAS STEPPED UP its activities on the African continent, establishing new pe'tme'sh D

credibility with existing partners. The organization als

s and improving its

0 liaised and worked together with organizations in Africa to expose
cases of human rights violations and to engage in advocacy, namely in

Zimbabwe
Monitoring of human rights violations in Zimbabwe since 2007. In the elections held

in the country in 2013, Conectas liaised with local o*c%mizat ons and requested from

the Brazilian diplomatic mission in Pretoria, South Africa, an official statement on the

transparency of the election process in Zimbabwe. As a result of this pressure from

Conectas, the Brazilian Foreign Ministry provided clarifications about the Brazilian

position on the case to the organization. Read more here and here

Egypt

Support and co

aboration with local organizations in Egypt to expose the crisis in
the country and defend an end to the violence. In July 2013, following the popular

nonstrations that culminated in the ousting of President Mohamed Morsi, se

human rights violations resulted in the death of more than 600 people. The demands
of civil society — which were supported by Conectas — included the identification of

those responsible for the excessive violence and the reform of the security services

in Egypt. Read more here

Zambia
Condemnation of the national law in Zambia that limits the freedom of action of civi

soclety organizations in the country. In October 2013, Conectas Jomed a group of
112 organizations from 46 countries that expressed to the President of Zambia their
opposition to the law and proposed an open dialogue between government and civi

soclety before its implementation. Read more here



http://conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/3369-zimbabwe-brazilian-foreign-ministry-deems-election-result-credible
http://conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/an-eye-on-mugabe
http://conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/6474-law-in-zambia-harmful-to-ngos
http://conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/egypt-ngos-call-for-end-to-violence-and-democratic-solution-to-crisis

Ivory Coast

Advocacy with a partner organization from Ivory Coast calling for measures from
Brazil's Ministry of Defense to stop Brazilian arms sold to the African continent from
being diverted from their intended destination. Since 2004, an arms embargo has been
imposed on the country by the UN Security Council. Weapons trafficking threatens
the protection of human rights and security stability in the region, especially since the
country is still recovering from a civil war and armed conflict. Read more here.

Guinea Bissau

Partnership with local organizations from Guinea Bissau to defend hurman rights in the
country. In January 2014, Brazil's former Foreign Minister — Antonio Aguiar Patriota —
was in Guinea Bissau in the capacity of president of the United Nations Peacebuilding
Commission, and he met with representatives from the government and the Armed
Forces. Conectas and local partners called for greater involvement of the Brazilian
government in the country, particularly since the upcoming elections, held in April 2014,
were the first since the coup of April 2012. Read more here and here

IN 2014, CONECTAS, intends to expand its cooperation with partners from the Global South in the regions of Latin America and Asia.


http://conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/12805-how-could-brazil-help-guinea-bissau
http://conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/16982-guinea-bissau-calls-for-more-involvement-from-brazil
http://conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/12564-brazilian-arms-in-cote-divoire

SUR JOUI’H8| September 2013

DEVELOPMENT AND HUMAN RIGHTS was the theme of the 17th issue of SUR Journal. The issue focuses on the challenges

such as the accountability

and questions surrounding the conflict between development and the defense of human rights
of multinational companies for human rights violations against workers or local populations. Read more here, here and here.

Does access to information polarize society, generating greater human

rights violations, or serve to prevent them from occurring? Other

topics, such as a human rights-based internet, access to and freedorr
of information, and the development of a global internet governance

are also addre n the 18th issue of SUR Journal, which looks at

the relationship between Information and Human Rights. Read more
here, here, here and here.

international journal
on human rights

The way emerging countries cope with dilemmas involving foreign policy and
human rights, and the role and growing pressure of civil society on the foreign

nNO

policy of their countries, are some of the topics covered in the_19th issue of SUR

r\

rnal on Foreign Policy and Human Rights. Read more here

he 20th issue of SUR Journal is a commemorative issue to mark 10 years of the

the

““““ ok here f

journal. It is available for download. Click here for b

website



http://conectas.org/Arquivos/edicao/pdfs/edicao-2014210153443570-72618776.pdf
http://conectas.org/en/actions/sur-journal/news/the-economic-factor
http://conectas.org/en/actions/sur-journal/issue/17
http://conectas.org/en/actions/sur-journal/news/3381-global-business-vs-universal-rights
http://conectas.org/Arquivos/edicao/pdfs/edicao-201469181637236-13140665.pdf
http://conectas.org/en/actions/sur-journal/issue/18
http://conectas.org/en/actions/sur-journal/news/12959-the-battle-for-the-web
http://conectas.org/en/actions/sur-journal/news/12961-freedom-under-threat
http://conectas.org/en/actions/sur-journal/news/12962-civil-framework-amended
http://conectas.org/Arquivos/edicao/pdfs/edicao-2014513172539312-75387578.pdf
http://conectas.org/en/actions/sur-journal/issue/19
http://conectas.org/en/actions/sur-journal/issue/
http://conectas.org/en/actions/sur-journal

13th International

Human Rights Colloquium October 2013
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Observatory of the UN Working

Group on Business and Human Rights November 2013

IN 2011, the UN Human Rights Council created the UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights with the primary goa

(Guiding Principles), and also to

among other activities

of disseminating and implementing the Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (

ty-building efforts on the subjec
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RELATORIO FINAL DE JOHN RUGGIE - REPRESENTANTE ESPECIAL DO SECRETARIO-GERAL
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Since the cre Working Group, Conectas
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In 2013, the Observatory prepared a review of ) Working Group (¢

of States and companies and the

IN 2014, CONECTAS will continue to monitor the Working Group, guiding the debate on the dissemination and implementation of

the Guiding Principles in the countries of the Global South.


http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Business/Pages/WGHRandtransnationalcorporationsandotherbusiness.aspx
http://www.dejusticia.org/%23%21/index
http://global.org.br/en/
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http://conectas.org/en/actions/business-and-human-rights/observatory-of-the-un-working-group

Financing for Development December 2013
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Role of Civil Socliety In the International Debate

on Business and Human Rights December 2013
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INSTITUTIONAL




Institutional Development

The Institutional Development department oversees the organizational sustainability of Conectas. This includes obtaining
and managing financial resources (fundraising, accountability, prospecting and strengthening relationships with new and
existing donors), as well as other non-financial organizational aspects, such as planning, training, integration and assessment
of the programs and departments.

ASSESSMENT

In 2013, Conectas formalized and concluded its first formal process to internally assess all its programs and institutional
departments. The initiative was headed up by the Institutional Development department with the collaboration of all the
members of the organization. Although the organization has already undergone other assessments since its foundation,
this internally developed process was an innovation. On account of the specifics of each program and department, and
of the organization itself, this pioneering initiative allowed us to start mapping and identifying methodologies that will be
implemented and streamlined over the course of the next assessment processes. In 2014, Conectas will stage a semi-
annual assessment process to complement the annual process at the end of the year.

SUSTAINABILITY

The financial independence and sustainability of Conectas is essential for the organization to accomplish its short, medium
and long term strategic goals. The organization's new expanded budget has enabled the programs and institutional
departments to pursue more ambitious goals and aspire to achieve results with a greater impact for society. In 2013,
Conectas took steps to continue assuring the financial sustainability of the organization. We engaged with potential new
donors and also continued to strengthen our relationship with existing donors that already trust and have a long history
with the organization. These efforts allowed us to bring new supporters on board and renew funding for projects that
were already in progress. As a result, the financial health of the organization will guarantee the continued execution of the
organization's strategic plans.
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Communicationt

IN 2013, THE COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT OF CONECTAS matured significantly, helping strengthen the advocacy
and the scope of the organization.

The reformulated website enhanced the "Conectas’ brand and identity,
providing a more accessible platform that is better suited to media content.
The new website is a direct channel for dialogue and information available to
the public and it also strengthens the interaction between the organization
and Its partners. From January 2013 to December 2013, the website
had 81,766 hits, an average of 11,680 per month and an increase of
90,73%. From January 2014 to July 2014, the website had 139,864 hits,
an average of 19,980 per month and an increase of 71,05%.

The use of the media has become a strategic component for the

FACEBOOK organization. It has been incorporated into all the programs and has been
§q used strategically to raise awareness and mobilize the general public,
%E it strengthen and build constituency and promote a more critical debate on
e 50.636*

s human rights. From January 2013 to July 2014, the number of followers
¥ mraLne §
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| s of Conectas on Facebook grew 489,04% (from 2017 followers to 11,881

o Vig / followers). Much of this growth is due to successful online campaigns, as
] 5.240* / well as the sharing of posts.
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Today, all the organization's media are integrated. Therefore, whenever the

organization performs a communication action, it appears in all the media
(website, Facebook and Twitter) like a collective and joint action. In 2013
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and in the first half of 2014, we ran successful campaigns that involved all
these media to give more visibility and exposure to the advocacy actions
conducted by the programs, such as: Abusive Body Searches and_Minister,
#lWantToKnow.



http://conectas.org/en/actions/justice/news/25271-abusive-searches-banned-in-sao-paulo
http://conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/12935-figueiredo-in-the-senate
http://conectas.org/en/actions/foreign-policy/news/12935-figueiredo-in-the-senate

Administrative & Financial

In 2013, Conectas invested in strengthening the transparency of the organization. With a more active role by the Audit
Committee, the financial department has been able to map and make improvements to the organization's financial operations
and processes, such as contracting a new external auditor — PricewaterhouseCoopers. The planning and coordination of the
administrative and financial operations of Conectas continue to ensure the fluidity and smooth execution of the programs
and departments. The financial department also continues to strengthen its action and interaction with the programs and
the other institutional departments of the organization, thereby ensuring its financial and administrative health.
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